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Change in Existing Course

Procedure 
1. The originating faculty member (OFM) works with department faculty and division chair to

develop curriculum change (CC).1
2. OFM sends CC to division chair, then to registrar, and then to chair of teacher education. Each

person electronically initials and returns CC to OFM.  This step is only to communicate that a
change is being proposed.

3. OFM forwards CC to curriculum committee chair and to faculty association president.
4. Curriculum committee holds digital forum for faculty and staff for questions and discussion of

CC. Faculty/staff are notified by e-mail about the forum.  The forum lasts five business days.2
5. Division faculty vote on CC.  Division chair records result of the vote, electronically signs CC,

and forwards to chair of teacher education.
6. Chair of teacher education determines if vote by teacher education committee is required. If so,

teacher education committee votes on CC.  Chair of teacher education records result of vote or
indicates that vote was not required, electronically signs CC, and forwards to chair of the
curriculum committee.

7. Curriculum committee votes on CC.  President of curriculum committee records result of vote
and electronically signs CC.

8. Chair of curriculum committee presents CC to faculty association.  Faculty association votes on
CC. Faculty association president records result of vote, electronically signs CC, and forwards
to vice president of academic affairs (VPAA).

9. VPAA determines approval of CC, electronically signs it, and forwards to university president.
10. The university president determines approval of CC, electronically signs it, and forwards to

USAO board of regents. University president sends letter of intent (LOI) to chancellor of the
state regents.

11. USAO board of regents votes on CC.  Chair of the board of regents signs CC and returns to
university president.  University president forwards CC to state regents no earlier than one
month after the LOI was submitted. If the change is substantive a vote is required by the state
regents.  If it is non-substantive, only notification to the state regents is necessary.3

12. Once approved by state regents, the University president contacts Academic Affairs. Academic
Affairs contacts OFM, registrar, and division chair about approval.

13. Registrar updates changes in Jenzabar and verifies updated checksheet. Registrar forwards
verified checksheet to C&M who updates the checksheet on the website.

14. OFM works with administrative assistant to VPAA to update course catalog. CC record is held in
the office of VPAA for 5 years. After 5 years it is relocated to university archives in Nash library.

1 A curriculum change will take approximately two months to complete the cycle of approvals within the university 
and another 6 months to be approved by the state regents.  However, that time may be longer based on the date 
when the proposal is initially submitted, the timing of regents’ meetings, and the level of completeness of the 
proposal. 
2It is the responsibility of the OFM to incorporate text of any agreed upon changes to the original proposal, as 
they see fit, based on comments from the faculty forum period in step 4.  The division chair will review the 
revised proposal to verify that the text was altered accurately.   
3A substantive change is a change in what students must complete to graduate (# of hours, deleting/adding a 
required course, changing admission requirements).  A non-substantive change does not change what students 
must complete to graduate (adding/removing an elective, changing a course prefix or title, changing a course #) 
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Originating Faculty Member  Date 

Department: 
Division:  
Present course #: ________________ 
Present course title   

Type of change (check all that apply): 
 Change in course #

Proposed course #: _______________ 
 Change in course title

Proposed course title: __________________________________________ 
 Change in course description

Has your program undergone a program review within the last 5 years?  yes  no 

Append the following: 
A. Description of the proposed change to the course description, if applicable.
B. Justification for the proposed change.
C. Sample syllabus for the changed course.
D. Old course syllabus for comparison.
E. If this is a resubmission of a previous curriculum change, include a description of 

the changes that have been made to the proposal. 



Change in Existing Course 

A. Description of the proposed change to the course description, if applicable. 

The emphasis of SLP 4613 Organic Disorders, a three-hour content course in the major of 
speech-language pathology, historically has been a course that equips students in this major with 
the knowledge and skills to address communication disorders resulting from both congenital and 
acquired speech disorders resulting from neurological insult to the motor cortex of the brain. Part 
of the instruction has been in the area of neuroanatomy and neurophysiology of those systems in 
the brain responsible for motoric movement. While this course covers neurology, it accomplishes 
it under another name and from the perspective of addressing the motor speech disorder first, the 
neurology second. We propose a change in name and perspective so that the neurology that has 
been, and will continue to be, taught in this course may be recognized by other institutions. The 
proposed changes in this course will allow for greater depth of the neurological aspects required 
to address the disorders. 

B. Justification for the proposed change. 

Until recently, a course in neurology was required of all graduate level students in the field of 
speech-language pathology. It has come to our attention, however, that many graduate schools, 
encouraged by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA), are requiring 
incoming graduate students to have passed this course at the undergraduate level in order to 
allow more in-depth study and clinical practicum of the neurogenic disorders during graduate 
studies. As a result, undergraduate programs are adding this course to their requirements. Where 
completion of neurology is not required for entering, students must take this course with 
undergraduate peers in order to obtain the information, placing USAO graduates in a position to 
overload academic credit or risk not graduating in the two years projected. Recently an 
Oklahoma university began offering the course online over the summer for incoming graduate 
students who enter on probation if they have not had the course. While enrolled at USAO, one of 
our students enrolled in the course, successfully completing it over the summer months. She 
transferred it to USAO where it counted as upper division credit. Rather than enrolling in the 
course at another school, it is proposed that our course be revamped and renamed to meet the 
requirements, thus equipping our students for graduate training on time with their peers and 
keeping tuition dollars on our campus. 

C. Sample syllabus for the changed course. 

Attached. 

D. Old course syllabus for comparison. 

Attached. 

E. If this is a resubmission of a previous curriculum change, include a description of the changes 
that have been made to the proposal.  

Does not apply. 



SLP 4613 
Neural Bases of Organic Communication Disorders 

Course Syllabus, Fall 2018 
 

I. Instructor: 
Amber Diaz, M.S. CCC-SLP 
Gary Hall  
Telephone:  (405) 808-8196 

 
II. Course Description: 
SLP 4613 is the study of neuroanatomical and neurophysiological bases for organically-based 
communication disorders, including cerebral palsy, the dysarthrias, the dementias, and cleft 
palate. In addition to its neurological emphasis, class discussions consider current issues and 
trends in the diagnostic and remedial procedures of organic disorders resulting from insult to the 
system. Assessment, prognostic factors, and remediation are discussed. 
 
 
III. Course Rationale: 
The Standards and Implementations of the American Speech, Language and Hearing Association 
(ASHA) requires that applicants for certification have “demonstrated knowledge of basic human 
communication and swallowing processes, including the appropriate biological, neurological, 
acoustic, psychological, developmental, and linguistic and cultural bases: (Standard IV-B).  SLP 
4613 meets this standard as it provides students with knowledge on neurological bases of organic 
disorders. It includes assessment and management procedures for children and adults with organic 
disorders of speech and language.  
 
IV. Required/Recommended Textbooks: 
Motor Speech Disorders:  Diagnosis and Treatment, Freed, Donald, (2000), Singular Publishing 
Group, San Diego, CA. 
 
Introduction to Organic and Neurogenic Disorders of Communication, Ferrand, C. and Bloom, 
R., (1997), Allyn and Bacon, Needham Height, MA. 
 
Speech and Hearing Science Anatomy and Physiology, Fourth Edition, Zemlin, Willard R., 
(1998). Viacom, Needham Heights, MA. 
 
Study Guide/Workbook to Accompany Speech and Hearing Science Anatomy and Physiology, 
Fourth Edition, Zemlin, Eileen, Zemlin, W.R., (1997). Stipes Publishing L.L.C., Champaign, IL 
 
The Human Brain Coloring Book, Diamond, Marian C., et al. (1985). Coloring Concepts, 
Oakville, CA 
 

 
 
 



V. Procedure: 
The course is designed to meet for 1 hour three times per week.  The course is primarily lecture 
in design, in combination with class discussion, videotape presentations, student presentations, 
and out of class research assignments. 
 
VI. Contribution to Major: 
SLPA 4613 provides basic knowledge critical to success in graduate work in speech-language 
pathology, and later as a practicing speech-language pathologist. 
 
VII. Course Objectives: 
A. The student will describe the organization of the nervous system. 
B. The student will define functional anatomy of the central nervous system and the peripheral 

nervous system. 
C. The student will detail structural and functional aspects of the neurons. 
D. The student will summarize the embryology of the speech and hearing mechanism. 
E. The student will demonstrate a broad overview of organic disorders, including prevalence 

issues and federal legislation affecting these populations. 
F. The student will outline with primary etiologies and characteristics of the various dysarthrias. 
G. The student will describe numerous types of dementia, their causes and characteristics.   
H. The student will detail neuro-imaging techniques useful in diagnosing dementia.   
I. The student will describe normal and disordered swallow characteristics, etiologies, and 

treatment. 
J. The student will understand the embryological development of the palate, causes of clefts of 

the palate, and types of clefts. 
K. The student will understand the role of the speech-language pathologist in working with 

people with multiple disabilities, including those with cerebral palsy, ALS, and HIV. 
 
VIII. Course Outcomes: 
The student will have a broad base of understanding of the neuroanatomic and 
neurophysiological aspects of organic disorders and their effects on communication, assessment 
procedures, and treatment procedures. 
 
IX. Course Requirements: 
The course consists of 300 possible points obtained through satisfactory completion of the 
following: 
A. Attend class and complete assigned readings. 
B. Pass three examinations. 
C. Participate in discussions. 
 
X. Evaluation Criteria: 
Written exams =  300 points (3 @ 100 points each) 

 
A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 



D = 60-69 
F = Below 60 

 
XI. Policy Statement: 
Examinations: Examinations can be taken late (within one week of the original test date), but ten 
points will be deducted from the grade (the final exam must be taken before Tuesday at noon 
following graduation).  It is the responsibility of the student to schedule a late test date with the 
instructor at a time convenient to both parties.  One critique assignment may be turned in late, 
but 10 percent of the possible points will be deducted. 
 
Academic integrity: Students at USAO are to adhere to the Academic Code of Conduct (USAO 
Student Handbook beginning on page 25). The section describes academic misconduct as 
including but not limited to the following: any act that affects the evaluation of a student’s 
academic performance or achievement, including but not limited to fraud, plagiarism, and 
improper collaboration. 
 
Accommodations: Students with disabilities must meet with Disability Services in order to be 
eligible for accommodations. Disability Services is located on the third floor of Student Services. 
Information is available at http:usao.edu/student-services/disability-services. Any students with a 
disability that renders him or her incapable of fulfilling the course requirements as described 
should meet with the instructor during the first week of class so that suitable accommodations 
can be implemented to insure successful completion of the course. 
 
Diversity: The term “cultural diversity” as defined by USAO goes beyond race and ethnicity, and 
includes such factors as gender, socioeconomic status, religion, differing abilities, language, 
special needs, sexual orientation, and background (e.g. rural, suburban, urban, and family 
structures). In this course, diversity is addressed by lecture and class discussions, assigned 
readings, activities and videotaped presentations. 
 
XII.   Tentative Course Calendar 

● TBD 
o Class introduction 
o Chapter 5:  The Nervous System (A&P book) 

▪ General Organization of the Nervous System 
▪ Functional Anatomy of CNS 
▪ Cranial nerves 
▪ Functional Anatomy of the PNS 
▪ Neurons structure and function 
▪ Neural Pathway 
▪ Nervous Control of the Speech Mechanism 
▪ Introduction to the Endocrine System 

o Chapter 5 workbook assignment 
● TBD 

o Chapter 7: Embryology of the Speech and Hearing Mechanism (A&P book) 



▪ Early Embryologic Development 
▪ Development of structures for speech and hearing 
▪ Development of the nervous system 

o Chapter 7 workbook assignment 
● TBD 

○ Chapter 3:  The Motor System (Freed, D) 
● TBD 

○ Examination #1  
● TBD 

o Chapter 2:  Evaluation of Motor Speech Disorders (Freed, D) 
o In class activity—Oral mechanism Eval 
o Cranial Nerve Exam 

● TBD 
o Chapter 4:  Flaccid Dysarthria (Freed, D) 
o Lower Motor Neurons structure and function 
o Etiliogies  
o Flaccid dysarthria videos 

● TBD 
o Chapter 5:  Spastic Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 
o Upper Motor Neuron structure and function 
o Etilogies 
o Create goals and POT for spastic dysarthria 
o Spastic dysarthria videos 
o Test Review 

● SEPTEMBER 18 
o EXAM #1 

● TBD 
o Chapter 6:  Unilateral Upper Motor Neuron Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 
o Chapter 7:  Ataxic Dysarthria (Freed, D.)  

● TBD 
o Chapter 8:  Hypokinetic Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 
o Neural Changes 
o Etiologies 
o Parkinsonism treatment (newest research) 
o Videos 

● TBD 
o Chapter 9:  Hyperkinetic Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 
o Neural Changes 
o Etiologies 

● TBD 
o Chapter 10:  Mixed Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 

● TBD 
o Review Dysarthrias 

● BREAK NO CLASS 20TH  
● TBD 



o Chapter 11:  Apraxia (Freed, D.) 
o Motor Speech Programming 
o Test review 

● OCTOBER 30 
o EXAM #2 

● TBD 
o Chapter 5:  Differentiation the Dementias (Ferrand, C. and Bloom) 

● TBD 
o Chapter 10:  Structural and Functional Aspects of Normal and Disordered 

Swallowing (Ferrand, C. and Bloom) 
o Class activity bedside evaluation of swallowing 
o Class activity thickening liquids 

● TBD 
o Chapter 9:  Cleft Lip and Palate, Craniofacial Anomalies, and Velopharyngeal 

Insufficiency (Ferrand, C. and Bloom) 
o Embryology 

● TBD 
o Thanksgiving Break 

● TBD 
o FINAL EXAM 



SLPA 4613 

Introduction to Organic Disorders 

Course Syllabus, Fall 2016 
 

I. Instructor: 

Amber Diaz, M.S. CCC-SLP 

Gary Hall  

Telephone:  (405) 808-8196 

 

II. Course Description: 

SLPA 4613 is a basic course of organically-based communication disorders.  The course 

provides a broad base of understanding of assessment and intervention principles focusing 

on cerebral palsy, the dysarthrias, the dementias, and cleft palate. 

 

III. Course Rationale: 

The Standards and Implementations of the American Speech, Language and Hearing 

Association (ASHA) requires coursework which includes information on culturally diverse 

populations and understanding, evaluation, treatment, and preventing communication 

disorders across the lifespan in a variety of disorders.  SLPA 4613 covers assessment and 

management procedures for children and adults with organic disorders of speech and 

language.  

 

IV. Required/Recommended Textbooks: 

Motor Speech Disorders:  Diagnosis and Treatment, Freed, Donald, (2000), Singular 

Publishing Group, San Diego, CA. 

Introduction to Organic and Neurogenic Disorders of Communication, Ferrand, C. and 

Bloom, R., (1997), Allyn and Bacon, Needham Height, MA. 

 

V. Procedure: 

The course is designed to meet for 1 hour three times per week.  The course is primarily 

lecture in design, in combination with class discussion, videotape presentations, student 

presentations, and out of class research assignments. 

 

VI. Contribution to Major: 

SLPA 4613 provides basic knowledge critical to success in graduate work in speech-

language pathology, and later as a practicing speech-language pathologist. 

 

VII. Course Objectives: 

A. The student will be familiar with a broad overview of organic disorders, including 

prevalence issues and federal legislation affecting these populations. 



B. The student will be familiar with primary etiologies and characteristics of the various 

dysarthrias. 

C. The student will become familiar with numerous types of dementia, their causes and 

characteristics.  The student will also be familiar with neuro-imaging techniques useful 

in diagnosing dementia.   

D. The student will describe normal and disordered swallow characteristics, etiologies, 

and treatment. 

E. The student will understand the embryological development of the palate, causes of 

clefts of the palate, and types of clefts. 

F. The student will understand the role of the speech-language pathologist in working 

with people with multiple disabilities, including those with cerebral palsy, ALS, and 

HIV. 

 

VIII. Course Outcomes: 

The student will have a broad base of understanding of the organic disorders and their 

effects on communication. 

 

IX. Course Requirements: 

The course consists of 300 possible points obtained through satisfactory completion of 

the following: 

A. Attend class and complete assigned readings and research assignments. 

B. Take and pass three examinations. 

C. Create a questionnaire of caregivers of dementia patients that would help the SLP 

classify the patient according the Global Deterioration Scale (GDS). 

D. Complete a paper comparing the six pure major neuroanatomical categories of 

dysarthria. 

 

X. Evaluation Criteria: 

Written exams =  300 points (3 @ 100 points each) 

 

A = 90-100 

B = 80-89 

C = 70-79 

D = 60-69 

F = Below 60 

 

XI. Policy Statement: 

Examinations can be taken late (within one week of the original test date), but ten points 

will be deducted from the grade (the final exam must be taken before Tuesday at noon 

following graduation).  It is the responsibility of the student to schedule a late test date 

with the instructor at a time convenient to both parties.  One research assignment may be 

turned in late, but 10% of the possible points will be deducted.  



 

Students with a disability that renders them incapable of fulfilling the course 

requirements as described should meet with the instructor during the first week of class 

so that suitable modifications can be implemented to insure successful completion of the 

course. 

 

XII.   Tentative Course Calendar 

 August 22, 24, 26 

o Class introduction 

o Chapter 3:  The Motor System (Freed, D) 

o Motor System Video 

 August 29, 31, September 2 

o Chapter 2:  Evaluation of Motor Speech Disorders (Freed, D) 

o In class activity—Oral mechanism Eval 

o Videotape:  Beyond [p^-t^-k^]  

o Research activity (Commercially available motor speech tests) 

 September 7, 9 

o Chapter 4:  Flaccid Dysarthria (Freed, D) 

o Videotape:  Oral-Facial Facilitation Activities, C. Boshart 

o Flaccid dysarthria videos 

 September 12, 14, 16 

o Chapter 5:  Spastic Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 

o Create goals and POT for spastic dysarthria 

o Spastic dysarthria videos 

o Test Review 

 SEPTEMBER 19 

o EXAM #1 

 September 21, 23, 26 

o Chapter 6:  Unilateral Upper Motor Neuron Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 

o Chapter 7:  Ataxic Dysarthria (Freed, D.)  

 September 28, 30,  

o Chapter 8:  Hypokinetic Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 

o Parkinsonism treatment (newest research) 

o Videos 

 October 3, 5, 7 

o Chapter 9:  Hyperkinetic Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 

 October 17, 19 

o Chapter 9:  Hyperkinetic Dysarthria (Freed, D.) and videos 

o Chapter 10:  Mixed Dysarthria (Freed, D.) 

 FALL BREAK NO CLASS 20TH  

 October 24, 26, 28 

o Chapter 11:  Apraxia (Freed, D.) 



o Test review 

 OCTOBER 31 

o EXAM #2 

 November 2, 4 

o Chapter 5:  Differentiation the Dementias (Ferrand, C. and Bloom) 

o Global Deterioration Scale questionnaire, create own GDS 

 November 7, 9, 11 

o Chapter 10:  Structural and Functional Aspects of Normal and Disordered 

Swallowing (Ferrand, C. and Bloom) 

o Class activity bedside evaluation of swallowing 

o Class activity thickening liquids 

 November 14, 16  

o Chapter 9:  Cleft Lip and Palate, Craniofacial Anomalies, and Velopharyngeal 

Insufficiency (Ferrand, C. and Bloom) 

 November 18, 21 

o Chapter 14:  Communicative Management of Person with Multiple Disabilities, 

(Ferrand, C. and Bloom) 

o Class review 

 November 23-25 

o Thanksgiving Break 

 NOVEMBER 29 

o FINAL EXAM 
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